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Open studio: September 16 — September 29, 2023
Exhibition: September 30 — December 3, 2023
Venue: Kirishima Open-Air Museum

(Art Hall) Exhibition Lobby

Organized by Kirishima Open-Air Museum
Sponsors: Minami-Nippon Shimbun. Co.Ltd. /
Minaminihon Broadcasting Co., Ltd. /
Kagoshima Television Station Co., Ltd. /
Kagoshima Broadcasting Corporation /
Kagoshima Yomiuri Television
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Introduction
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By inviting prominent artists from Asia and Kagoshima for
on-site production, residency and exhibitions, the Kirishima
Lobby Project aims to stimulate an exchange of
conversations and interactions with the local community and
the international art scene. We sincerely hope that this
opportunity will inspire the artist’s creativity and help them

to be more active in the art world of Japan and abroad.

The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

After a 4 year hiatus, this will be the 4th such event and this
year sees an invitation extended to the Taiwanese artist
Huang Xuan.

Using her own body and a variety of visual images, Huang
seeks to reveal some new and hitherto invisible,
subconscious reactions to the everyday objects, words,
gestures and images in our world. Her unique techniques
turn our preconceptions about the meaning and function of
things on their head. Such extraordinary, visual creations
will surely encourage the viewer to reconsider their
perceptions and provide an opportunity for a new grasp of
reality.

This solo exhibition encompasses a number of artworks
Huang Xuan made since 2019 and other works specifically
created for this exhibition during her stay in Kirishima. We

hope you will enjoy her funny and philosophical artworks.

BERBRBET— Ok

Lk
Kirishima Open-Air Museum

Huang Xuan Around aground
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Artist statement
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The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project
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Going through the mountains and woods by car everyday,
from one point to another, involves a distance that is many
times greater than commuting in a city. In Kirishima, the act
of moving goes beyond anticipating the time needed to get
to the next destination, and has become a clearly defined
event in life. In the car, I try to discern quotidian
differences, such as the clarity of the view of Mt.
Sakurajima, which is determined by the weather of the day;
or, try to single out a tree that is slightly tilted, in a forest of
perfectly vertical tree trunks; or, try to study the
ever-morphing chiaroscuro of trees and shadows as the moon
phases... Totally shrouded in and by the all-encompassing
nature, these experiences become particularly vivid. I think
such vividness is also nurtured by a spatiotemporal contrast:

a drive that goes for dozens of miles covers but a lean slice

of the mountain, nudges the moon, visible through the
window, but a couple of inches away from where it was.
Nature's distance in relation to humans urges us to

perpetually compromise and negotiate.

The title of the exhibition "Around aground" pertains to a
state I always maintain when I make art, revealing through
repeated and vain actions the relationships we have with our
surroundings and environments, becoming intrigued by the
orders and rhythms of things in the process. Take the
"In-House" series, for example: I imagine scenarios in which
people assume new identities through using furniture and
appliances for an extended period of time—they become
integrated with the objects. A small part of Kirishima and
With the wind slowly scavenge and gather branches and
pebbles before stuffing them into everyday objects, mirroring
the way in which natural and man-made objects infiltrate

one another.

Kirishima is itself a place clearly delineated: defined is the
border between the forests and the sky, the switch between
day and night, the change of seasons... Being caught in
major and minor cycles, people's lives unfold accordingly.

The exceptional experience of being an artist-in-residence

Huang Xuan Around aground

here makes it likely that the everyday objects used in the
various pieces stand for some of my perspectives and views;
entirely different contexts and scenarios have expanded the
boundaries that were fixed prior to the residency, and have
generated a feeling situated between familiarity and
strangeness, making it possible for me to re-view lifestyles

and existential modes that I have taken for granted.

WiE (kT vevzy)

Huang Xuan
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Huang Xuan — Around aground
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The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

The fourth Kirishima Lobby Project, Asian Artists Invitation
Program in 2023 invited Taiwanese artist Huang Xuan to

participate in a public creation, exhibition, and performance.

The subtitle, "Around aground," is a rhyming poetic phrase
she chose herself, which can be translated as "stranded here
and there." Huang's style is seemingly humorous, but her
intellectual contemplation is consistent. Her interest lies in
various "boundaries," especially in the "relationship between
man and nature,” and is characterized by her attempt to
bring to light, through repeated and vain actions, the essence
of things that we have overlooked in the obvious. In a sence,
her style is influenced by "Meywa Denki," whose humorous
industrial products are presented as works of art, and whose

special exhibition was held at our museum in 2006.

This solo exhibition includes five recent works since 2019,
including the "In-House" series, which won the Excellence
Award of the Taipei Art Awards in 2021, and five new works
that were created at an open studio in our museum, making
a total of 10 works. Huang arrived in Kagoshima eight days
before the public creation and stayed at the Kurino-dake
Field Art. She visited the Kirishima Open-Air Museum every

day for exhibition meetings, and also toured around

Kagoshima, energetically walking around representative
scenic spots such as Yunohira Observatory overlooking Mt.
Sakurajima, Kinkowan National Park in the Kirishima
Mountains, Sogi Falls, Inukai Falls, Maruo Falls, and
Maruike Spring Water Pond. During the 14 days of public
creation, the ideas generated in the process were turned into

artworks using materials from this area.

Huang Xuan Around aground

For a total of five days during the exhibition, unique art
performances were held by the artist, who actually wore the
"In-House" series. A video digest of the performance is

currently available on our museum's official Youtube account.

BOAL A EREBRERT - oRYER)
Tomoki AKIMARU (Curator, Kirishima Open-Air Museum)
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(BRI )
A small part of Kirishima

2023
#t, 41 Shoes, stone
27%X31x18 cm

Huang Xuan Around aground
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The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

(HAxD%)
Daily foggy

2023
G H. Photography
26%17.5 cm

)

Waves

2022

Y4754 Video
l6min 30s

Huang Xuan Around aground
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The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

CREE+1)
Kurino bridge +1

2023
5. H. Photography
75%50 cm

(R R fil i)
The black Inukai waterfall

2023
G Photography
75%50 cm

Huang Xuan Around aground
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(a e 2
With the wind

2023
JHEBE, 2 Electric fan, branches
87x60x80 cm

Huang Xuan Around aground
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[4vng2 |y ) =2
"In-House" series

(272 RnReIENTY 7 7)(2019)
Classic Red Armrest Sofa

(WA T4 7Dy FLR)(2020)
Pinstripe Mattress on White

(7 V)—ryos570T 7 7)(2021)
Floor Lamp with White Pleated
(FERk DT =715 7)(2021)

Dark Green Table Lamp

HAEL 8. 8. 5. LEDZ A b \FRP. MK, £ > 2
Fiber, iron, steel, painting, LED lights, FRP, paper, ink
FA KT

Dimension variable

T—b T x—y ZBE (XA P = A MR
Art performance video(digest version)

The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

Huang Xuan Around aground
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The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

(75 vk itiggy 77)
Classic Red Armrest Sofa
2019

Huang Xuan Around aground
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The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

{(MeRFFA4TO2y FLR)
Pinstripe Mattress on White
2020

Huang Xuan Around aground
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M7V —vo0bs7a757)
Floor Lamp with White Pleated
2021

The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

(DT —TNFv7)
Dark Green Table Lamp
2021

Huang Xuan Around aground
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List of Exhibits / Artist’'s Words

fEMY A / TERICX 230

(725> Hni
HFOBIY77)
2019

(MR FS4TD
2y bLR)
2020

ATV =YD 3%
7arsv7)
2021

(TRfkD
F—=INFF)
2021

The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project
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In the "In-House" series, I have chosen
furniture that gives people a comfortable
and warm impression (sofa, mattress,
lamps), and created a series of clothing that
people can wear, but I combined them with
models in a difficult or challenging posture,
such as in a squat or the plank position, so
that the body becomes the support for the
furniture. By reversing the relationship
between the objects and the people who use
them, I try to reflect the absurdity of daily
scenes formed by the norms and restrictions
that human beings have imposed on
themselves.

()

2022

(i &3k
2023

(H%D%)
2023

FAMFHFFICL D VHEANC & BT 2 /A %5 72 <
ok F T LA T I AR
T I L R E DT ARBVIRLET,

I stood on the pebbled shoreline and
randomly picked up a pebble from the
ground and threw it into the sea as the
waves came in. I keep repeating this action
until it gets dark.

izt oTHBORDEEHAMR I, moAR L2
EvKsFEcd.zco ARimicEbTnw3
IMEERBCED FHREO N S — i AR T
L7z b JABE 23 B < & BP A B 0334 ) % BHLE L C
w3 X5TY,

The forest filled with tall trees is the most
vivid impression of Kirishima for me.
Therefore, I picked up many branches on
the ground and stuffed them into the
surface of an electric fan. When the fan
turns, it looks like a wild animal looking
around.

FETE EORFTFHICEEINHOH O Gt
RAKKDZERI DY ELz, £ 72 BHE S
ERYiciRGas —Rmcsr B Lz AR,
CHRAWEFRICHE IS AR E RS HTICRL 2
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In the Kirishima area, I often encountered
fog at unexpected moments, which made the
scenery in front of me disappear. Every day
after I took a hot shower, the mist was left
on the mirror for a short time. I think this is
one of the closest experiences to nature in
daily life.

CREPRE+1)
2023

CROREIE)
2023

(BN —B)
2023
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There are few streetlights on the mountain
highway after sunset, so I was particularly
attracted to Kurino bridge when it appeared
at the fork in the highway. The streetlights
seem like man-made stars set here forever.
And T wanted to use just the weak light from
my hand to extend this line of lights by one
more point to the end of the bridge.

S CTEDPOINED DL G THEEICEEEST
Ltk B 5 MRS 2 —Bo kg TT,

In the distance, a waterfall is flowing from
the cliff. And on a rock in the foreground a
woman with her hair hanging down. Both of
them are just a short moment in a world that
is falling down.

BEHESOMA R MM EHVED BT
Holzth o fto)RICiEwARE Lz, Zid,
BWTELEOVEROET CTHIEL READ &
EHEZTWB X RboTT,

I picked up small stones along the roadside
in the Kirishima area and stuffed them into
the soles of a pair of second-hand leather
shoes I bought here. It's like extending the
path I've traveled to the soles of my feet,
carrying a small part of the scenery with me.

Huang Xuan Around aground
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HUANG Xuan Biography
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1995
2017
2021

2023
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2021
2017

2023

2022

2022

2022
2022

2022
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Born in Taipei, Taiwan

Graduated from National Taiwan University of Arts (B.A.)

Graduated from National Taiwan University of Arts, Master

of Fine Arts (M.F.A.)

Solo Exhibition

"The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project Huang Xuan- Around
aground,” Kirishima Open-Air Museum, Kagoshima, Japan
"Space out," PTT SPACE, Taipei, Taiwan

"Futile," YZ space, Taipei, Taiwan

"Sunrise- Huang Xuan Solo exhibition,"

Open Contemporary Art Center, Taipei, Taiwan

Group Exhibition

"Lighting of life," Absolute Space for the Arts,

Tainan, Taiwan

"Mediations Biennale Polska," Spazio Thetis -
Arsenale nord - Venezia Palazzina Modelli, Venice, Italy
"Mediations Biennale Polska," Zbrojownia Sztuki,
Gdansk, Poland

"2222" Chiayi Art Museum, Chiayi City, Taiwan
"Macau Experimental Video Festival- ON THE EDGE:
Image in Body Art," Ox Warehouse, Macau, China
"Generation Bored Stiff," Waley Art, online exhibition:
New Art City

"2021 Taipei Art Awards," Taipei Fine Arts Museum,

Taipei, Taiwan

2021

2020

2019

2019

2018

2017
2017

2016

2021

2021

Huang Xuan Around aground

"2021 Taoyuan Fine Arts Exhibition," Department of
Cultural Affairs, Taoyuan, Taiwan

"Liquid Love- Sound Meridians"- Talking Drums Radio,
MOCA Taipei, Taipei, Taiwan

"2019 Biennial on children's art education- 'Living
Experiment: Discoveries Made During Play'," Juming
Museum, New Taipei City, Taiwan

"'Space Reading Project”: Fill in the one hour," Ox
Warehouse, Macau, China

"ThaiTai Re-conversation: Based on True Story," About
Photography, Bangkok, Thailand

"Air Plants," Our museum, New Taipei City, Taiwan
"'Space Reading Project": Gazing the Gueishan Island,"
Golden Fish Space, Yilan, Taiwan

"Performance in Apartments exhibition" held by Against
Again Troupe- "Live In Trance," Acid House, New Taipei

City, Taiwan

Awards

"2021 Taipei Art Awards," the Excellence Award (*In-House

participated and won award)
"2021 Taoyuan Fine Arts Exhibition," the Honorable

Mention

28



29

Acknowledgements
oo

RFEOEMICHY T %20 £ L FRL OB R,
PR & B0 X DG L R & 3, (HOPRIG - IEAS W)

B AT [+
MBCHg HA %
KTSERETLE

KK B WL B iG%
KYTHEREHETLE
HEK (4 Y= ry)

[FsrtE]
FaAnFEEnEe—70d 22
W H(RT vz v)E — Around aground

PN O

Yk 4= 3C - David Price

FRER PO

Piits AR

74 v :Liam Price

LR RIS

IV = B H A ik Xt

M FAT R BE R T - Ofk
FATH :202443H31H

©2024 W EWHEET — bOR%

Public relations
Ji O

FHARE  2023429H29H - 10H5H
MBCHHARGET #2ZLE ] 20234E10H15H

bL—7 —Bhili (3f) Trailer videos

EFAE OEA0)

b —Z —H)idE 01 H L —Z — Bl 02
Trailer video Trailer video

=]

The 4th Kirishima Lobby Project

We would like to express our sincerest appreciation to the
many others for cooperation in planning this project.
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